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Yfest  Hill  House, 
West  Hill, 
Epsom* 

SoptemHer,  1951. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Dorking  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to 'submit  an  annual  report  for  the  year  1950, 
which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
112/50.  Under  the  same  cover  will  be  found  the  annual  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

So  far  as  figures  can  provide  a guide,  the  vital  statistics 
suggest  that  1950  was  a healthy  year  in  this  district.  Compared  with 
the  exceptionally  high  crude  death  rate  for  1949,  the  rate  for  1950 
has  declined  to  a level  within  the  average  for  previous  years.  At 
12,2  the  local  rate  was  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
(11,6)  this  being  the  usual  relationship.  This  apparently  unfortunate 
feature  of  the  statistics  is  not  due  to  unhealthy  conditions  prevailing 
in  the  district,  but  is  explainable  by  the  knowledge  that  the  age 
constitution  of  the  local  population  is  considerably  higher  than  normal* 
The  exact  figures  'will  not  be*knov>rn  until  the  results  of  the  Census 
returns  have  been  analysed;  in  the  meantime  the  Registrar  General  has 
given  a factor  (0,04)  to  be  applied  to  tho  crude  rate  for  purposes  of 
comparison.  The  use  of  the  factor  has  tho  effect  of  reducing  tho  death 
rate  figure  to  10,2,  The  infant  mortality  rate  vras  18,6,  having  fallen 
below  20  on  two  previous  occasions  only. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  the  incidence  was  light  with 
the  exception  of  scarlet  fever  which  provided  fifty-three  cases.  For 
the  third  year  in  succession  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria.  There 
were,  unfortunately,  two  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis,  both  adults. 

A considerable  amount  of  space  in  these  reports  is  devoted  to  a 
review  of  the  camps  on  Boxhill,  where  there  are  tv>ro  main  problems 
requiring  solution.  One  is  to  discourage  and  eventually  prohibit, 
their  use  for  permanent  occupation,  and  the  answer  to  this  depends  on 
the  provision  of  alternative  accommodation  to  anyone  displaced.  Tho 
other  is  to  allow  the  use  of  the  camps  for  recreational  purposes  and  to 
encourage  camping  as  a release  from  the  cramped  conditions  under  which 
many  people  exist,  at  the  same  time  ensuring  that  due  regard  is  paid  to 
those  precautions  which  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  public 
health. 


As  usual  I have  received  the  loyal  support  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  his  staff,  and  help  and  advice  on  several  occasions  from 
officers  of  other  departments  of  the  Council’s  service.  I wish  to  offer 
my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  particularly  those 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  consideration  which  they  have 
shewn  me  during  the  year. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

CYRUS  IVE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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DORKIUO  URBA.N  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTIffiNT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Cyrus  IvQ,  M.B.  ,B.S  .(Lend.)  ,M.R.G.S »(Eng. ) ,L.R.0,P.(  Lend.)  ,D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
X-  Di  Allan,  M4S  .I.A.  ,M«R,San,I, 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

7:^  F.R.  Sealing,  M.S.I.A*  (Resigned  27.  7,  50,) 

X C.F.  Paokham,  M.S.I.A.  (Appointed  4,  9,  50,) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health^  s Clerical  Staff 

Senior  Clerk:  C.H.  Argent, 

Shorthand/Typist ; Miss  F.I.  Gardiner, 

Telephonist;  Miss  M.E.  Hamper, 

V 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector*  s Clerical  Staff 

Clerk:  R.M,  Jamieson, 

Rodent  Operator:  G»  Anscomb* 


(The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Clerical  Assistants 
act  in  a similar  capacity  for  the  Borough  of  Epsom  and 
Ewell,  the  Urban  District  of  Leatherhead  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Dorking  and  Horley) . 

X Holds  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Certificate  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 

Holds  the  Rojml  Sanitary  Institute  Certificate  in 
Sanitary  Science  applied  to  Public  Buildings  and  Works. 
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ANIWAL  REPORT  OF  THE  M3DICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR 

THE  YEAR  19  50 


STATISTICS  AiTO  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREjA  ri. 

Aroa  (Acres)  * . . ...  * • • 

« % t 

9,511 

Population  (census  193].) 

t • • 

15,204 

Population  (estinmtod  mid~yoar  1950) 

• • « 

19,780 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 
the  Rate  Books  at  31st  Do  comber,  19  50 

• • t 

5,331 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  19  50 

« t 1 

£ 203,481 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rato  ... 

* * Q 

£819 

EXTRxVCTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births:- 

Tota  1 

Ma  IvO 

Fema  lo 

Totdl  live  births 

322 

174 

148  ) 

Birth  rate  per 

Legitimate 

298 

160 

130  ) 

1,000 

Illegitimate 

24 

14 

10  ) 

Population 

16.3 

Still  Births : - 


Total  still  births 

5 

2 3 

) Rato 

pe  r 1 , 000 

Legit  imato 

5 

2 3 

) total 

live  and 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

) still 

births 

15,3 

Deaths:-  (net) 

242 

116  126 

Crude 

death  rate 

12.2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1 year 

of  ago 

Total  infant  deaths 

6 

4 2 

Legit imato 

6 

4 2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

DsE^th  rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  18  #6 

Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  20*1 

Death  rate  of  illegitirmr.te  infants  per  1,000  illegitinnte 
live  births  - 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 


Deaths 


Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 


Deat  hs  f r om. ; ~ 


Measles  (all  ages) 

1/Thooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 
Neoplasm  (Cancer  etc.)  (all  ages) 


1 

28 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(Live  and  Still)births 


Table  I shov/s  a comparison  of  the  vital  statistics  of  the  year  for  the 
district  with  those  of  England  and  Wales. 

Table  II  shcrvs  a comparison  of  birth,  death  and  infant  mortality  rates 
for  the  district  since  1931,  with  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales  during 
t he  s arae  period. 
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BIRTHS 


Live  births  numbered  322,  of  which  174  were  males  and  148  wore 
females,  representing  a birth  rate  of  16,3  per  1,000  population,  A 
comparability  factor  (1,00)  has  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
allowing  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population 
in  different  areas,  for  use  when  comparing  the  local  rate  with  those 
of  other  districts.  The  local  rate  is  shov>/ing  a tendency  to  settle 
after  its  considerable  fluctuation  in  the  previous  10  years  , It 
shcftvs  a marked  increase  on  the  average  for  the  period  1931-1940, 

Five  still  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a still 
birth  rate  of  0,25  compared  with  a rate  of  0«37  per  1,000  population  for 
England  and  Yifales  . 


DEATHS 

Deaths  registered  in  the  area  after  correction  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers  numbered  242,  representing  a crude  death  rate  of  12,2 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  compared  with  the  figure 
of  11,6  for  England  and  Wales.  The  local  death  rate  of  12,2  is  reduced 
by  the  application  of  a comparability  factor  (0,84)  to  10, S,  The 

average  age  at  death  of  males  was  67  years  and  of  females  70  years. 
Deaths  in  hospital  or  residential  institutions  amounted  to  33  per  cent 
of  the  total, 

IHFAHT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ago  numbered  6,  of  which  4 
were  males  and  2 females.  Five  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  28  days 
of  birth,  and  of  these  3 occurred  within  1 day.  Four  deaths  wore  due 
to  prematurity,  one  to  asphyxiation  in  the  course  of  delivery  by 
Caesarian  section,  and  one  to  staphylococcal  pyogenes  infection. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  18.6  per  1,000  live 
births.  The  rate  is  considerably  below  the  figure  of  29.8  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  is  evidence  of  the  devotion  and  care  exercised  by  the 
majority  of  parents  and  by  others  having  charge  of  infants.  It  reflects 
credit  also  on  the  methods  of  mothercraft  which  are  taught  by  doctors 
and  health  visitors,  and  on  the  skill  with  which  delicate  and  sick 
children  are  being  treated. 


POPULATION 


The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  80,  The  registrar  General's 
estimate  of  population  rose  from  19,640  in  1949  to  19,780  an  increase 
of  140.  The  preliminary  report  on  the  1951  Census  indicstes  that  this 
estim.ate  is  slightly  low,  and  gives  the  total  population  of  tho  district 
as  20  ,252  . 
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TABLE  1.  COWCPARATIVE  BIRTH-RATES ^ CIVILIAN 
DEATH-RATES 5 ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY , MATERNAL 
MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  IR-FECTlOU 
_____  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1950 


’ 

! 

England 

and 

Wales 

Dorkingi 

Urban 

District 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population 

BIRTHS 

i 

1 

Live  Births 

15-8 

16.3  ; 

Still  Births 

0.37 

0.25  ! 

1 

DEATHS 

All  Causes 

11.6 

12.2  I 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

Dinhther ia 

0.00 

^ i 

Tuber Gu losis 

0.36 

0.51  , 

Influenza 

0.10 

0.15  i 

Smallpox 

- 

, 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

0.02 

Pneumonia 

0.46 

0.35  i 

NO T IF IC AT I ONS  (corrected) 

; 

i 

1 

I 

T^^hoid  Fever 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.50 

2.68: 

Whooping  Cough 

3.60 

0 . 5 6 1 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

Erysipelas 

0.17 

0.10 ! 

Smallpox 

0.00 

Measles 

8.39 

0.46  j 

Pneumonia 

0.70 

■ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Paralytic 

0.13 

0 

0 

Polioencephalitis  Non-Paralytic 

0.05 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

0.17 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  BJ. r t hs 

) 

j 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

29.8 

18.6  ^ 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1 

under  two  years  of  age 

1.9 

3.1  i 

1 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 

j 

Births 

Notifications  (corrected)  of 

Puerperal  Fe.ver  and  Pyrexia 

5.81 

42. 81 

'Maternal  Mortality. 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 

0.12 

_ 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0.69 

i 

” ! 

i 

J 
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GOMP/JiATIVE  BIRTH,  HEATH  AHH  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 
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TABLE  III 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DORKING  URBAN  DISTRICT 


i 

M 

p 1 

TOTAL 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

8 

j 

1 

9 

2.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

“ 

1 

■ 3*  Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

k>  Diphtheria 

~ 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

~ 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

— 

7*  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm^  stomach 

4 

2 

6 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

2 

1 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

4 

4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

3 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

4 

12 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia . 

2 

1 

3 

16.  Diabetes. 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

16 

21 

37 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina. 

15 

13 

30 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

2 

3 

5 

20.  Other  heart  disease. 

21 

28 

49 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease. 

5 

11 

16 

22.  Influenza. 

- 

3 

3 

23.  Pneumonia, 

4 

3 

7 

24.  Bronchitis. 

5 

1 

6 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 

” 

- 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

3 

2 

5 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

2 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

2 

- 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion. 

- 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations. 

2 

3 

5 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

16 

27 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

1 

1 

2 

34-  All  other  accidents. 

~ 

1 

1 

35*  Suicide. 

- 

1 

j 1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

— 

1 

116 

126 

! 242 

i 

1 

L — .. .. — — I-.  — 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Laboratories  available  to  medical  practitioners  are  situated 
at  tho  East  Surrey  Ho,spital_,  Redhill^  and  St,  John’s  Hospital,  Redhill, 
Examinations  of  specimens  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  infectious  diseases  can  bo  referred  to  tho  Public  Health  Laboratory;, 
of  tho  Medical  Research  Council  situated  at  West  Hill  House,  Epsomt 

AMBTJLAHCE  FACILITIES 

The  public  ambulance  service  is  under  the  control  of  tho  Surrey 
County  Council,  who  have  given  tho  following  information  regarding  the 
use  of  the  service. 

In  accidents  in  the  home  or  elsewhere  or  in  sudden  illness  in  tho 
streets  and  public  places,  any  responsible  person  may  call  the  ambulance 
to  remove  the  patient  (if  by  telephone  use  the  local  Emergency  Calling 
System)  . Normal  maternity  cases  will  be  removed  if  the  applicant  can 
give  evidence  that  a maternity  bed  has  been  booked.  Maternity  cases 
with  serious  complications,  or  where  birth  is  imminent,  will  not  normally 
be  moved  without  the  authority  of  a doctor  or  certified  midwife  who 
should  travel  with  the  patient  in  the  ambulance.  The  removal  of  other 
cases  of  illness  or  accident  will  be  arranged  by  the  hospital  concerned 
or  by  the  medical  practitioner  in  charge  of  the  patient.  For  private 
removals  a written  request  accompanied  by  a doctor’s  certificate  should 
be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  his  consideration,  Providing 
that  the  requirements  are  fulfilled,  no  charge  will  be  made  to  users. 

The  main  ambulance  station  for  the  area  is  the  Smallfiolds  section 
of  the  Redhill  County  Hospital(  Telephone  Smallfield  271)  with  a sub- 
station at  Dorking. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Hospital  accommodation,  including  that  for  infectious  diseases  is 
provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  During  the  year  28  patients 
were  removed  to  hospitals  for  infectious  diseases,  the  following  hospitals 
being  involved  in  providing  accommodation  - Westcott  (25),  KYandle 
Valley,  Mitcham  (1),  The  Grove,  Tooting  ( l) , Yifestern  Hospital,  Fulham  (1). 


CLFNICS  AND  TREATMT  CENTRES. 


C-ARB  OF  MOTHERS,  YOUNG  CHILDREN  ETC,  - Tho  provision  of  services 
relating  to  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children,  midwifery,  health 
visiting,  home  nursing,  immunisation  and  vaccination,  ambulance  and 
domestic  help  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Surrey  County  Council  as 
local  health  authority.  Day-to-day  administration  has  been  delegated 
to  the  Southern  Divisional  Health  Sub-Cornmittee  and  its  officers,  with 
headquarters  at  Caberfeigh,  Hatchlands  Road,  Redhill  ( Tel  .No. Redhill  3206), 


I am  indebted  to  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
information  relating  to  clinics  in  tho  area, 

A time-table  of  clinics  available  is  set  out  be  low  4,- 

Ante-natal  Clinic  Dorking  County  Hospital  Friday,  9,30*Q,m« 


Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics 


( 1) S .C .C .Clinic , Dene  St  .Dorking, 

(2) 3rockham  Homes,  Brockham, 
(Voluntary) . 

(3)  The  Reading  Room,  Vifestoott. 

(4)  The  Brodie  Hall,  Box  Hill. 

(5) Village  Ife.ll,  Nth.Koliir//ood . 


Mons .&  Weds . 
afternoons  2-4  p.m, 
1st  & 3rd  Fridays 
at  2, p.m, 

2 & 4 Mons.  at  2. p.m, 
2 & 4 Yleds.  at  2, p.m. 
1 & 3 Thurs.at  2, p.m. 
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Tinie -table  of  Clinics  (contd) 


General  School  Medical 

S .C .C .Clinic , 

Dene 

St .Dorking, 

Tues, 9. 30  - 12  noon 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics 

Dental  Clinic 

II 

II 

It 

11 

By  appointment 

Eye  Clinic 

II 

II 

II 

11 

By  appointment 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

11 

II 

II 

It 

1 & 3 Fridays 

10,0. a .rti. 


Scabies  Treatment  Clinic  Dorking  County  Hospital, 

Out-patients  Department,  By  appointment 

■Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital, 

Guildford,  Males- 

Tues , & Pri, 

5-7  p.m, 

Fema les- 

Mons , 2-7  p.m, 

Thurs  ,9  »30,-lla  ,m« 


Redhill  County  Hospital, 
Earlswood  Ccmraon, 


Males- 
Mons , 5 

Fema le  s - 
ViTeds.  5 


(And  at  the  Out-patient  Departments  of  many  London  Hospitals) . 


7 p.m, 
7 p.m. 


3 , SAHITARY  CIRCUMSTAHCBS  OF  THE  AREA 

VIA  TER 

There  are  two  companies  xvhich  undertake  the  supply  of  water  to  the 
district,  Mickleham,  Box  Hill  and  Brockham  are  supplied  by  the  East 
Surrey  Water  Company,  and  the  remainder  of  the  area  by  the  Dorking  ’Water 
Company, 


The  bulk  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company  is 
obtained  from  borings  into  chalk  at  Parley,  Kenley  and  Leatherhead, 

Before  distribution  it  is  softened  by  the  addition  of  lime,  and  chlorinated 
and  dechlorinated  after  an  adequate  period  of  contact.  The  methods  of 
purification  in  use  are  adequate  to  deal  with  any  possible  pollution  which 
might  occur. 

The  Dorking  Vlater  Company  obtains  its  vj^ater  from  a series  of  fifteen 
wells  situated  a little  to  the  south  of  the  Pippbrook  stream  shortly  before 
it  reaches  the  v/estern  outskirts  of  Dorking,  The  boreholes  extend  to  a 
depth  of  130  feet  into  the  Folkestone  beds,  from  which  the  water  is  siphonod 
to  a reservoir  at  the  works.  After  chlorination  it  is  pumped  into  covered 
service  reservoirs. 

The  district  is  fortunate  in  the  adequacy  of  its  water  supplies. 


Reports  on  8 samples  of  the  Dorking  Water  Company' s supply  wore 
received,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 


As  the  East  Surrey  "Water  Company  supplies  several  local  authorities' 
areas,  a system  of  sampling  in  rotation  has  been  so  arranged  that  a sample 
of  the  supply  is  taken  at  v;eekly  intervals  throughout  the  year. 


As  vrill  be  seen  by  the  follov/ing  figures,  the  great  majority  of  houses 
are  provided  v^ith  a piped  water  supply  delivered  internally;-* 


Dvve  11  ing  -hou  s e s 

It  II 

I!  n 

II  II 

II  n 


supplied  by  ^vells 

’’  standpipes 

” " piped’main  supply 

” " piped  private  supply 

” other  means 
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Water  ( c ontd)  . 

As  roportod  previously,  there  are  several  camp  sites  in  the 
district  where,  owing  to  the  housing  shortage,  caravans  and  toraporary 
structures  are  being  permanently  occupied.  The  water  supply  in  all 
those  cases  is  from  the  mains,  delivered  through  standpipes  situated  at 
various  distances  from  the  dwellings.  Several  additional  standpipes 
were  installed  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  collection  continued  on  a weekly  basis  in  the  town  area, 
and  fortnightly  in  the  outlying  villages, 

Disposal  continued  to  be  partly  by  incineration  at  the  Council’s 
destructor  and  partly  by  tipping  at  abandoned*  sewago  v/orks  at  Westcott 
and  North  Eolmwood. 

The  space  available  at  the  old  North  Holrnwood  sewage  works 
diminished  rapidly  during  the  jrear.  Controlled  tipping  methods  T/ere 
not  used,  and  as  a result  there  was  some  nuisance  from  flies,  On  the 
advice  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  the  open  tipping  face  was  much 
reduced,  and  this,  combined  with  regular  treatments  with  Gammexane  dust, 
overcame  the  nuisance. 

In  view  of  the  limited  facilities  for  refuse  disposal  the  Council 
thoroo.ghly  investigated  the  possibilities  of  setting  up  a new  controlled 
tip,  and  negotiations  began  for  the  uso  of  a site  in  a disused  chalkpit 
off  Lnmc'.vay  Terraco,  just  north  of  the  tovm.  Residents  in  tho  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  proposed  site  wore  informed  of  the  project  and  were 
given  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  mn  views,  and  of  hearing  tho 
Council's,  at  nn  informal  meeting.  The  residents  were  obviously 
apprehensive  as  to  the  possibility  of  nuisances  arising  from  dust,  smell, 
flies  and  rodents,  but  wore  assured  that  tho  measures  of  control  Virhich 
would  be  applied  would  obviate  such  trouble.  It  appears  that  these  fears 
arose  partly  from  the  presence,  in  Ranmoro  Road,  of  a tip  intended  only 
for  old  iron,  but  which,  owing  to  unauthorised  use  by  members  of  tho 
public  for  the  dumping  of  putrescible  refuse,  gave  rise  to  huisanoe  from 
time  to  time.  The  Council  undertook  to  discontinue  tho  uso  of  this  tip 
and  to  cover  it  in,  and  this  work  was  put  in  hand  at  tho  end  of  tho  year. 


DRAINAGE  aND  SE'.UERAGB 

There  are  two  sewage  disposal  works  within  tho  area,  situated  at 
Pixhan  Lane  and  at  Brockham.  The  Pixham  Lane  works  deal  with  sewage 
from  Dorking,  Mickleham  and  V^ostcott , and  consist  of  settling  tanks, 
filters  and  humus  tanks,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  tho  River  Mole, 
Sludge  is  disposed  of  on  the  lovifer  sloped  of  Box  Hill,  to  v\rhich  it  is 
forced  by  compressed  air  through  pipes  from  the  works. 

Tho  proposed  alterations  mentioned  in  my  last  report  were  not 
commenced  during  1950.  The  Minister  of  Health  indicated  that  he  would 
be  prepared  to  give  loan  sanction  on  receipt  of  details  and  tenders,  but 
ovring  to  staff  shortages,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  had  no  option  but  to 
delay  the  matter. 

The  Brockham  Vv-orks  deal  with  sewago  from  Brockham,  North  Holmwood, 
and  adjacent  points  of  the  Dorking  and  Horley  Rural  District.  They 
consist  of  detritus  tanks,  settling  tanlcs,  percolating  filters  and  humus 
tanks,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  the  River  Molo.  The  preparation 
of  plans  and  specifications  for  tho  extensions  at  these  works  will  be  put 
in  hnnd  as  soon  as  the  Pixham  Lane  v/'orks  scheme  lias  passed,  the  stage  of 
approved  tender, 
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Drci inage  and  SeWorago  (contd) 


Complaints  from  a rcsidont  in  Middle  Street,  Brockham  about  a 
stench  from  the  sower,  were  investigated.  It  vms  found  that  a chemical 
effluent  was  passing  into  the  sewer  from  premises  in  the  area  of  the 
neighbouring  authority.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  nuisance  appeared 
to  have  stopped,  though  subsequently,  as  will  be  described  in  my  report 
for  1951,  there  was  a recurrence  which  created  a very  serious  nuisance. 

The  cesspool  problem  on  Box  Hill  has  not  lessoned.  During  the 
summer  months  the  Council's  tv\ro  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  are  fully 
ooc\;pied  in  coping  with  the  demands  on  their  services,  mainly  due  to 
the  influx  of  visitors  to  the  caravan  sites.  Even  during  the  xvinter, 
owing  to  the  number  of  permanent  inhabitants  - of  both  caravans  and 
permanent  dwellings,  the  need  for  a readily  available  service  continues. 

As  the  Council  gives  a free  emptying  once  a quarter  (any  additional 
emptyings  being  charged  at  a rate  per  vehicle  load),  the  service  is  rather 
costly,  particularly  as  there  is  no  space  available  on  Box  Hill  for  the 
discharge  of  the  vehicle  contents.  These  were  deposited  on  land  some 
2 to  5 miles  away  near  the  foot  of  Pebblecombe  Hill  until  nuisance  arose 
through  saturation  of  the  ground,  after  which  an  additional  2 miles  journey 
was  necessary  to  reach  a point  where  discharge  into  the  Brookham  s0V\rers 
could  be  effected. 


CAMP  SITES  J±m  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  v/ere  issued  by  the  Local 
---uthority  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  authorising 
their  use  for  moveable  dwellings,  numbered  14. 

In  addition  licences  to  erect  or  station  and  use  a moveable  dwelling 
were  iss  ued  in  respect  of  7 such  dwellings . 

The  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  County  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  drev/  up  a set  of  standard  conditions  relating  to  sites  used  for 
pemanent  occupation,  as  follows 


Site 


'.Tater  Supply 


Sewerage  and 
S_e?mge  Disposal 


1,  To  have  suitable  soil  and  sub-soil. 

2,  To  be  readily  accessible  from  public  roads. 

3,  To  have  a lew/  water  table  and  be  free  from 

flooding  during  periods  of  permissive 
occupation, 

1.  YiThero  more  than  8 caravans,  main  water  supply 

to  be  laid  on  and  distributed  to  standpipes, 
suitably  protected  from  frost  and  so  located 
to  be  not  more  than  5^  yards  from  any  caravan 
or  dwelling, 

2.  Suitable  paved  access  to  be  provided  to  each 

standpipe  . 

3.  vYhere  a public  or  other  suitable  supply  is  not 

available,  any  alternative  arrangements  must 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  local 
Sanitary  Authority, 

A.11  s ites  . 

1,  A v;ater  carriage  system  of  drainage  must  be 
provided  and  connected  either  to  a public 
sewer  or  to  a properly  designed  and  adequate 
system  of  sewage  disposal  in  an  approved  position 
on  the  s ite  . 
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Sites  with  more  than  15  caravans  or  dwellings 


Sewerage  and 

Sewage  Disposal  (contd.) 

•- — 1,  water  carriage  system  of  drainage  must  bo 

provided  and  connected  either  to  a public 
sower  or  to  a properly  designed  and  adequate 
sewage  disposal  plant  located  in  an  approved 
position  on  the  site. 

2,  Sanitary  blocks  must  be  provided  in  convenient 
and  approved  positions  about  the  camp.  The 
extent  of  the  accommodation  in  each  sanitary 
block  will  depend  upon  the  total  number  of 
caravans  or  dwellings  on  the  site  and  the 
following  is  a schedule  of  requirements  for 
not  exceeding  20  caravans  or  dwellings, 


Showers  or  baths 
Wator  closets 
Lavatory  basins 
Urina Is 


Male_  Female  Total 

2 2 4 

2 3 5 

3 3 6 

1-1 


Refuse  col loot  ion 
and  Disposal 


Fire  Precautions 


PoctT.vay3 


Density 


Dome  Stic  Animals 


Eicyc  le  s , 

Peranbulat or s , et c e 


Hot  v/ater  supply  and  facilities  for  washing 
and  ironing  clothes. 

Full  sizoj  individual  properly  constructed 
and  covered  dustbins  to  bo  provided  to  each 
caravan  or  dwelling  and  contents  to  be 
disposed  of  in  an  approved  manner  unless  the 
local  authority  undertakes  collection. 

Adequate  arrangements  to  be  readily  available 
for  dealing  with  outbreaks  of  fire, 

Footv;ays  and  roadways  to  bo  provided  whore 
necessary  properly  constructed  of  suitable 
materials,  to  give  adequate  access  about  the 
site  and  to  each  caravan  or  dwelling. 

The  maxiiTum  permittod  density  to  bo  75  persons 
pe  r acre. 


The  keeping  of  domestic  anumals  which  involves 
sheds  and  the  keeping  of  aniraa>ls  in  general 
so  as  to  create  a nuisance  not  to  be  allowed. 

Suitable  buildings  to  bo  provided  in  approved 
positions  on  the  site,  for  the  collective 
storage  of  bicycles,  perambulators,  camp 
equipment,  etc. 


The  above  recommendations  in  general  wore  to  be  regarded  as  a guide 
rather  bhan  a rigid  rule,  and  might  be  varied  to  moot  local  ciroumstanoos , 
any  departure  from  thorn,  however,  being  made  only  with  the  agreement  of  tho 
District  Hedical  Officer  of  Flealth  and  tho  County  Planning  Officer, 


It  should  be  noted,  too,  that  their  primary  intention  was  to  control, 
through  conditior.s  attached  to  planning  consent,  any  new  sites  intended  for 
permanent  occupation  - fulfilling  the  need,  perhaps,  of  emergency  housing 
sites  , 


The  County  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  also  prepared  a similar 
set  of  conditions  for  holiday  sites  but  these  have  not  yet  been  issued  as 
accepted  recommendat ions , 


By  far  tho  greatest  problem  in  this  district  is  in  the  Box  Hill  area. 
The  Council's  attitude  is  that  these  sites  should  not  bo  regarded  as 
omorgoncy  housing  sites,  and  it  would  not  bo  prepared  to  condone  such  usot 
It  is  truo  that  na^jr  fanilios  are  in  permanent  occupation  of  caravans  on 
Box  Hill  sites,  but  the  Council's  aim  is  to  ensure  that  as  soon  as  possible 
those  sites  should  revert  to,  and  bo  restricted  to,  holiday  use. 

The  Surrey  County  Council,  as  Local  Planning  Authority  for  the  Box  Hill 
area,  decided  to  have  a detailed  survey  of  four  sites  on  the  north  side  of 
Boxhill  Road,  and  asked  if  the  Public  Health  Department  could  assist.  As  a 
result,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  vrith  the  approval  of  the  Dorking 
Council,  spent  a great  deal  of  tiiuo  obtaining  information  about  the  various 
dwellings  on  these  sites.  His  report  contains  a summary  of  tho  results 
of  his  visits  and  inspections. 

In  addition,  tho  owners  of  tho  sites  wore  invited  to  a meeting,  tho 
recommended  standards  were  discussed  and  tho  owners  were  asked  to  investigate 
(either  jointly  or  separately)  the  provision  of  drainage  facilities,  and  tho 
re-organisation  of  their  sites,  and  to  submit  proposals  to  the  County 
planning  Officer, 


SHOPS  ACT,  1954 

During  the  year,  40  inspections  of  shops  wore  made,  The  conditions 
found  and  action  taken  are  shown  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report, 
v;hich  also  contains  details  of  the  record  of  all  shops  in  the  district, 


SYIDVIMIHG  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

Three  privately  owned  open  air  swimming  pools  woro  open  to  tho 
public  during  the  sumraor  months,  Tho  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  24  visits 
and  took  19  samples  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  those,  2 taken 
from  different  pools,  disclosed  the  presence  of  faecal  coli  in  small  numbers 
1 per  100  ml,  in  each  case.  The  ov^rners  woro  advised  to  increase  the 
chlorine  dosage,  and  all  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 


SMOKE  ABATEiffiHT 


Ho  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

RLG  FLOCK  ACTS,  If  11  and  1920 

There  was  no  increase  in  tho  number  of  premises  (6)  previously 
reported  as  using  rag  flock  for  either  upholstery,  mattresses,  or  tho 
manufacture  of  soft  toys, 

No  samples  were  taken  during  tho  year, 

SCHOOLS 

The  defects  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  Westoott  School, 
mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  were  rectified. 


EPADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

The  Council' s Rodent  Operator  also  deals  with  bed-bugs  and  other 
insect  pests,  under  the  supervision  of  tho  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
gives  full  details  of  the  year's  v/ork. 
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BTSFECTIOW  OF  FACTORIES 


(1)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  health,  including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors: 


Promisos 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 
(2) 

Insp- 

ections 

(5) 

YiTritten 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

( i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2  ,3,4  & 6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

16 

1 

( ii)Factories  not  included 
in  ( i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

87 

10 

(iii) Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  promises). 

3 

TOTAL 

106 

19 

- 

- 

(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  vrere  found; 


particulars 

Number  of  oases  in  which 
defects  were  found; 

Number  of 
oases  in 

Found 

Re  me  - 

Referred 

which  prose- 

died 

to  H.M. 
Insp- 
ector 

by  H.M, 
Insp- 
ector, 

cut  ions  were 
instituted , 

A'ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

1 

•• 

Overcra’j'ding  (S.2,) 

Unreasonable 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Temperature  (3.3,) 

Inadequate 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

Ventilation  (S.4,) 

Ineffective  drainage 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

of  floors  ( S .6, ) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7,) 

1 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

* 

- 

fb)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
jict  ( not  including 
offences  relating  to  out- 

work)  . 

- 

- 

TOTaL 

1 

1 

4 

- 

2 

(M) 


..  f 
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InspoGtion  of  Factories  (contd.) 


The  factories  in  the  register  are  classified  as  follows; 


Motor  Vehicle  Repair 

Elect ricitj'-  Generating  Station 

Gas  Works 

Cable  Making 

Tent  Making 

Clothiers 

Cleaning  and  Pressing 
Upholsterers,  etc. 

Lampshades,  etc. 

Laundries 

Furriers 

Flour  Mills 

Provender  Mills 

Bakehouses 

Timber  and  Fencing 

Si.  erated  Water 

Coach  Building 

Cork  Processing 

Boot  Repairs 

Agricultural  Engineers 

Sausage  Manufacturers 

Paper  Baling 

Wire  Processing 

Watch  Repairs 

Radio  Engineers 

Printing 

o 

Builders,  Engineering  and  Joinery 
Sheet  Metal 
Engineering  (general) 

Bacon  Curing,  Coffee  Grinding,  etc. 

Monumenta  1 Mason 

Loaded  Window  Manufacture 

Cooker  and  Meter  Repairs 

Briclciiaking 

Fish  Curing 

Crumpets 

Ice-Cream  and  Confectionery 
Firewood 


Power  Non-Power 


12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

3 
6 
1 
1 
2 

4 
4 
6 
1 
4 
1 


1 

1 


1 


2 

1 

3 


1 


1 

4 


1 

1 

1 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Pull  details  of  premises  visited,  defects  or  nuisances  discovered, 
and  the  action  taken  under  the  appropriate  legal  provisions  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  v/ith  the  results  obtained, 


HOUS  n^G 


The  year's  statistics  in  connection  with  housing  are  set  out  below. 

Since  my  last  report  there  has  been  no  iraprovement  in  the  matter  of 
repairs.  Indeed,  awing  to  the  rising  cost  of  materials  and  labour,  the 
question  of  "reasonable"  or  "unreasonable"  expense,  where  extensive  repairs 
are  needed,  becomes  more  and  more  difficult,  as  rents,  the  medium  through 
which  an  awner  expects  his  outlay  to  be  reimbursed,  have  remained  static. 
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Housing  (oontd.) 

The  premises  class  if  iod  belov/  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
consisted  of  an  old  wooden  building , damp  and  in  a bad  state  of  repair, 
lacking  main  drainage,  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a 
reasonable  expense.  The  ovmer  submitted  an  undertaking  that  once  the 
present  tenant  was  rehoused,  the  premises  would  not  bo  relet  for  human 
habitation  unless  the  Council  were  previously  satisfied  that  they  had  been 
rendered  fit. 

I,  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year; 

1.  (a) Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts ) , 116 

(b)Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  417 

2.  (a)Humber  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925.  12 

(b)Hu.mber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  75 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  bo 

unfit  for  human  habitation  1 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation  88 

II,  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices; 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers.  56 

III,  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year; 

A .Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936; 

(1)  Number  of  dwolling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  wore  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  fomal  notices; 

(a)  by  owners  13 

(b) by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

B .Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied,  33 

(2)  Number  of  dv^elling  houses  in  which  defects  wore 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices; 

(a)  by  owners  34 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

C .Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  193  6; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  xvhich 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 
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Housing  (c  ont  d . ) 

D tProceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936; 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  the  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  Nil 

IV.  Housing  Act,  193  6 - Overcrowding; 

Once  again  the  figures  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
are  derived  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  visits  to 
housing  applicants. 

During  the  year  305  of  these  visits  wore  made, 

Cases  found  during  the  last  five  years  may  be 
summarised  as  follows 


Fart  houses. 

rooms 

Viholo  houses 

during 

etc.  during 

- 

1946-49 

1950 

1946-49 

1950 

Overcrowded 

unit 

221 

29 

33 

7 

It 

II 

]_  nil 

96 

18 

32 

6 

11 

11 

1-^  units 

35 

11 

0 

1 

II 

2 " 

18 

4 

6 

4 

II 

II 

” 

6 

p* 

5 

2 

II 

11 

3 " 

2 

(** 

5 

- 

II 

11 

" 

2 

- 

- 

M 

n 

4 ’’ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

11 

5 " 

1 

- 

11 

II 

6 ’’ 

- 

1 

380 

63 

91 

20 

The  cases 
of  sub-tenants 
efforts,  are  as 

of  overcrowding  known  fo  be 
or  by  improved  circumstances 
follows:- 

Part  houses,  rooms 
. etc.  during 

1946-49  1950 

abated  - by  rehousing 
through  their  own 

Whole  houses  during 

1946-49  1950 

Overcrowding  abated  by 

1 

e 

unit  76 

66 

7 

5 

II 

II  11 

1 

” 30 

37 

12 

2 

II 

11 II  II 

li 

units  23 

13 

3 

1 

n 

II  11  11 

2 

" 11  ' 

5 

2 

1 

II 

n 11  li 

2-^ 

" i 

3 

1 

1 

n 

II  11 

3 

11  „ 

1 

2 

- 

II 

II  11 

3— 

” 1 

3 

- 

1} 

11  11 

6 

11  ^ 

1 

- 

142 

129 

27 

10 

The  abatement  of  kxLOTm  cases  of  overdrov/ding  continues  steadily  as 
more  nev/  houses  become  available.  In  addition,  .other  families,  by  their 
avn  efforts,  have  found  accommodation  more  suitable  for  their  needs,  and 
the  above  figures  for  1950  include  101  such  families  who  had  formerly  been 
ovcrcrOT/ded  in  rooms  or  part  houses,  and' 3 in  whole  houses. 
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REHOUSING 


During  the  year  43  new  Council  houses  were  completed  and 
occupiod.  This  makes  a total,  to  the  end  of  1950,  of  213  plus  4 rebuilt 
after  destruction  by  bombs  during  the  war# 

Forty-One  houses  wore  built  by  private  enterprise,  and  11  other 
units  wore  made  available  by  the  conversion  of  large  empty  houses*  In 
addition,  2 police  houses  and  2 agricultural  cottages  were  erected  in  the 
district . 

At  the  end  of  the  year  ,50  families  wore  still  housed  in  promises 
requisitioned  and  converted  by  the  Council,  Of  the  27  ex-army  huts 
formerly  reported,  20  were  still  occupiod,  7 having  boon  demolished  after 
the  rehousing  of  the  occupants, 

5 . INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Council’s  duties  with  regard  to  milk  are  now  limited  to  the 
registration  of  distributors  and  dairies,  with  the  enforoemont  of  the 
relevant  parts  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  the  licensing  of  those 
distributors  who  sell  designated  milk,  either  raw  or  heat  treated,  in  the 
district,  under  the  appropriate  Special  Designations  Regulations,  and  the 
important  function  of  sampling  the  various  milk  supplies, as  a routine  part 
of  their  work  for  the  safeguarding  of  public  health. 

There  is  now  a modern  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district,  and  although 
the  licensing  authority  is  the  Surrey  County  Council,  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  acts  as  the  agent  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  purpose  of 
inspection,  supervision,  sampling  and  making  recommendations  as  to  liconsing, 

In  addition,  pasteurised  milk  is  available  from  four  sources 
outside  the  Urban  District. 

MILK  SAMPLES 

During  the  year  152  samples  of  milk  retailed  in  the  Urban  District 
wore  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  the  summary  of  results  is  given 
below : 


( Undesignated  Milk. 


No,  of 

Samples 

Methylene  Blue  Test 
Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory 

Colif orm 
Present  ; 
Ot  It 

Test 

Ln  tubes  of  l/lOO  ml, 
2t  3t 

V/ithin  Accred- 
ited Standard 
No.  % 

5 

5 Nil 

5 

5 100 

(2)  Pasteurised  Milk 

No,  of 
samples 

Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test 
Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Phosphatase  Test 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

122 

118 

4 

122 

- 

( 3 ) Tube  r 

culin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk 

No.  of 
samples 

Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test 
Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Phosphatase  Test 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

25 

10 

7 

23 

2 

The  unsatisfactory  reports  on  the  Pasteurised  and  T .T .( Pbsteurised) 
milk  were  notified  to  the  districts  where  the  milk  was  produced  so  that 
investigations  could  bo  made  at  the  source. 


Of  the  2 failures  on  the  Phosphatase  Test,  1 could  not  bo  accounted 
for,  while  the  other  appeared  to  be  due  to  a faulty  recording  instrument, 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  samples,  1 sample  of  raw 
pindesignated  milk  was  submitted  for  biological  examination.  The  result 
was  negative. 
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Milk  Supply  ( contd, ) 

Milk  sold  under  Special  Designations. 


Tho  following  lioencos  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks,  granted 
by  tho  Dorking  Urban  District  Council,  ware  in  operation  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Milk  (Spocial  Dos ignation) ( Raw  Milk)  Regulations  ,19_49  « 

Dealer’s  liconco  to  sell  "Tuberculin  Testod"  milk  7 

Supplementary  licence  to  soil  "Tuberculin  Tested"  milk  3 

(b)  Milk  (Special  Designation)(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 


Milk)  Regulations.,  1949  

Dealer’s  licence  to  sell  "Pasteurised"  milk  6 
Dealer’s  licence  to  sell  "Sterilised"  milk  2 
Supplementary  licence  to  sell  "Pasteurised"  milk  3 
Supplementary  licence  to  sell  "Sterilised"  milk  1 


MEAT  AMD  OTHER  FOODS 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  contains  information 
regarding  the  inspection  of  animals  after  slaughter  at  a private 
slaughterhouse,  and  details  of  unsound  food  surrendered  and  destroyed, 

ICE -CRM 

The  ice-cream  samples  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  listed 
in  Mri  Allan’s  report.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  system,  of  provisional 
grading,  based  on  the  result  of  the  methylene  blue  reductase  test,  still 
operates . 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  contains  a list  of  tho 
promises  connected  with  food,  together  v/ith  details  of  action  takon  under 
Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Aot , 1930  • 

In  a district  such  as  Dorking,  tho  best  method  of  achieving  the 
co-operation  of  the  food  trade  in  hygionio  methods  appears  to  bo  the 
individual  approach  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  during  their  routine  visits 
or  when  called  in  to  inspect  apparently  unsound  food.  By  this  means,  a 
steady  improvement,  both  in  methods  and  premises,  is  being  effected, 


ADULTER^iTION  OF  FOOD 


The  County  Council  is  the  administrative  authority  for  tho  sections 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Aot  dealing  with  adulteration.  Information  has  been 
received  that  during  the  year  86  samples  were  taken  in  this  district  for 
chemical  analysis,  and  that  during  the  same  period  1,064  samples  were  taken 
within  the  administrative  area  of  the  County, 

Of  those  taken  in  this  district,  60  were  of  milk,  6 of  canned  fish, 
4 of  sausages,  and  2 each  of  glace  cherries,  ginger  and  spirits,  The 
remainder  comprised  miscellaneous  articles  of  foodstuff. 

Two  samples  of  milk,  1 of  sausage  and  1 of  canned  fish  were  found 
to  be  beloxv  standard.  No  prosecutions  were  undertaken. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  1950,  classified  according  to  ago  and  sex,  together  with  the  number 
of  patients  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  number  of  deaths,  if  any,  from  the 
vTirious  diseases. 

SlIALLPOX  - No  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  during  the  year, 

SIJALLPQX  CONTACTS  - 'One  passenger  of  s.s,  "Oilioia”  and  1 member 
of  the  crow  of  s.s,  ’’Strathnaver"  ^ came  to  stay  in  the  district  after  these 
ships  had  docked  from  voyages  on  which  cases  of  smallpox  had  occurred.  Both 
had  been  vaccinated  before  disembarkation*  Daily  visits  or  enquiries  were 
made  to  ascertain  the  state  of  health  of  each  of  these  possible  contacts, 
who  were  otherwise  permitted  full  freedom  of  movement. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SlVlALLPQX  - During  the  year  notifications  were 
received  from  general  practitioners  of  130  primary  vaccinations  and  56 
revaccinat ions  performed  by  them.  Included  in  these  are  98  vaccinations 
done  on  children  before  they  had  reached  the  age  of  one  year,  equivalent  to 
approximately  30^  of  the  number  of  births  fiaking  place  during  the  year. 

The  comparative  figure  for  1949  was  18^,  This  increase  suggests  that  the 
right  course  was  adopted  when  the  Vaccination  Aot  with  its  element  of 
compulsory  treatment  by  public  vaccinators  was  repealed  and  was  substituted 
by  a voluntary  system  in  v«rhich  the  family  doctor  and  the  staff  of  the  local 
health  authority  both  have  an  active  interest, 

S G-dRLET  FEVER  - Fifty-throe  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  were 
received  during  the  year,  as  against  50  in  the  previous  year.  Twenty-five 
cases- were  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment,  and  the  remainder  were  nursed 
at  homo.  The  notification  rate  per  1,000  population  was  2,68  compared 
with  1,50  for  England  and  Wales.  The  illness  was  in  most  instances  of  a 
mild  typo . 

DIPHTHERIA  - For  the  third  consecutive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria 
was  notified  in  the  district,  The  notification  rate  for  England  and  YiFales 
was  O.o2  per  1,000  population, 

DIPHTHBRLA.  pjD:'.([UI\[ISATION  - Treatment  can  be  obtained  from  general 
practitioners  under  the  terms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  or  from 
clinics  arranged  by  the  local  health  authority,  these  being  hold  at  regular 
intervals  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Centres  serving  the  district*  Those 
arrangements  are  intended  priraarily  for  infants  and  others  under  school  age* 
For  the  treatment  of  school  children  in  large  groups,  clinics  are  held  on 
the  school  premises  in  conjunction  wibh  the  education  authority.  Great 
assistance  has  been  given  by  Head  Teachers  and  their  staff  in  the 
organisation  of  the  work  at  the  schools  visited  during  the  year. 

Notifications  virere  received  from  various  sources  that  239  children 
received  primary  treatment  and  126  received  reinforcing  doses.  Possibly 
some  children  may  have  been  treated  privately  or  in  other  districts,  about 
whom  information  has  not  been  received.  The  following  figures  shovj  how 
the  facilities  for  treatment  have  been  used. 


Pr inary 
Treatment 

Re  inforcing 
Treatment 

Treated 

at 

clinics 

and  schools 

94 

114 

Treated 

general 

pract it i oners 

145 

, 12- 

239 

126 

Of  the  total  number  of  children  receiving  primary  treatment,  00 
completed  treatment  before  reaching  the  age  of  1 year. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  (contd.) 


Of  the  estimated  child  population  of  the  district  it  is  known  that 
900  under  the  age  of  5 years,  and  2270  over  5 years  but  under  15  years  have 
received  treatment,  equivalent  to  percentages  of  55.5  and  82,8  respectively 
of  the  estimated  population  of  those  age  groups. 

Active  immunisation  against  diphtheria  has  now  been  in  operation  in 
the  district  since  1955  and  can  claim  a part  in  the  reduction  of  the  incidence 
incidence  and  mortality  rates  which  have  occurred.  The  downward  tendency 
of  these  rates  can  be  seen  by  referring  to  Table  V,  It  is  estimated  that 
the  risk  of  an  untreated  child  contracting  diphtheria  is  4 times  as  great 
as  that  of  an  iiranunised  child,  and  that  the  risk  of  death  is  nearly  50 
times  as  groat. 

It  is  important  that  the  numbers  immunised  should  not  be  allowed  to 
fall,  and  in  this  respect  two  circumstances  have  arisen  which  may  have  some 
adverse  effect.  First,  the  absence  of  diphtheria  from  the  district  for  a 
considerable  period  tends  to  create  a false  sense  of  security  in  parents. 
Second,  the  publicity  given  to  reports  on  the  possible  association  of 
immunisation  with  the  occurrence  of  poliomyelitis.  It  had  been  noted  that 
in  a very  small  proportion  of  children  paralysis  occurred  in  the  limb 
injected  with  the  immunising  agent  within  4 weeks  of  the  injection.  It 
was  not  suggested  that  the  injection  caused  poliomyelitis,  but  that  it  did 
have  some  effect  in  deciding  the  area  of  paralysis.  The  postponement  of 
treatment  during  the  time  when  the  infection  is  known  to  be  prevalent  in 
the  area  is  the  natural  precaution  to  be  taken.  At  other  times  parents 
should  bo  strongly  encouraged  to  make  certain  that  their  children  are 
immunised . 

FOOD  POISONING 


No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year.  The 
incidence  rate  was  0.17  per  1,000  population  for  England  and  Wales, 

ACUTE  anterior  POLIOimiLITIS  (infantile  Paralysis) 

Both  cases  notified  were  adult  females.  The  first  notification 
was  received  in  August,  the  patient  being  a visitor  who  had  been  in  the 
district  a few  days  only  before  the  onset  of  her  illness,  and  it  was 
probable  that  she  contracted  the  infection  before  her  arrival.  She 
*vvas  admitted  to  hospital  with  slight  paralysis  of  the  left  arm.  The 
second  notification  was  received  in  September.  The  patient  was  admitted 
to  hospital  with  partial  respiratory  paralysis  and  was  still  under  treatment 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  this  case  also  it  was  possible  that  the 
infection  may  have  been  contracted  outside  the  district. 

The  notification  rate  was  0.10  per  1,000  population  compared  with 
the  rate  of  0,18  for  England  andVfeles. 

Information  was  also  received  of  a child  normally  resident  in 
Dorking  becoming  ill  with  poliomyelitis  v/hile  away  on  holiday, 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

Fourteen  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  received  during  the  year, 
all  from  the  maternity  section  of  the  Dorking  County  Hospital,  The 
notification  rate  for  puerperal  pyrexia  was  42,81  per!  1,000  live  and  still 
births  compared  with  5.81  for  England  and  Wales.  A reason  for  the  high 
local  rate  is  the  fact  that  the  hospital  admission  area  extends  for  a 
considerable  distance  outside  the  urban  district,  and  that  a ^proportion  of 
the  maternity  patients  are  selected  for  admission  because  of  abnormal 
conditions  likely  to  cause  difficult  confinements  with  subsequent  rise  of 
temnerature  in  the  puerperium.  Nine  of  the  patients  notified  were  normally 
resident;  outside  the  Dorking  Urban  District. 

OPHT'HALLiIA  IEONaTORUII 

During  the  year  1 notification  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  received 
from  the  Dorking  County  Hospital, 
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WHOOPING  COUGH 


The  numher  of  notifications  was  11  comparGl  with  63  in  1949  . The 
case  rate  was  0,56  per  1^000  population  against  3,60  for  England  and  Wales 
No  deaths  occurred  from  the  disease, 

Encouraging  results  have  been  reported  in  some  of  the  controlled 
investigations  which  have  been  carried  out  under  the  aegis  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council  into  the  effectiveness  of  various  products  claimed  to  be 
effective  in  preventive  treatment  of  whooping  cough.  In  the  near  future 
the  treatment  should  be  as  readily  available  as  is  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  and  so  perhaps  what  is  now  one  of  the  most  distressing  and 
dangerous  illnesses  of  ohildho'od  \vill  bo  rendered  innocuous. 


MEASLES 

Nine  notifications  of  measles  were  received  during  the  year,  giving 
a case  rate  of  0,46  per  1,000  population  compared  with  the  rate  of  8,39 
for  England  and  Wales  , No  deaths  occurred  from  the  disease. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  tuberculosis  register  contained  the 
names  of  63  men  and  50  women,  who  at  some  time  in  their  lives  have  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  18  men  and  22  women 
suffering  from  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease.  The  total  of  153 
exceeds  that  of  1949  by  9,  there  having  been  added  the  names  of  13  persons 
already  resident  in  the  district  and  12  persons  previously  notified  in  other 
areas  now  living  in  the  district,  and  there  having  been  removed  the  named 
of  3 notified  persons  who  have  removed  from  the  district,  3 who  are 
regarded  as  recovered,  and  10  who  have  died. 

An  analysis  into  the  types  of  disease,  sex  and  ago  groups  of  the 
nev/  additions  to  the  register  is  to  be  found  in  Table  VI,  The  greatest 
incidence  fell  on  persons  aged  between  20  and  45  years. 

Nine  deaths  occurred  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  representing  an 
annual  death  rate  of  0,46  per  1,000  population.  There  v/as  1 death  from 
the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  giving  a death  rate  of  0.05  per  1,000 
population.  The  total  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tubercirlos is  was  0,51 
compared  with  the  rate  of  0,36  for  England  and  Wales,  The  abnormally  low 
death  rate  from  tuberculosis  in  1949  is  probably  the  reason  for  the  high 
rate  of  this  year,  the  average  for  the  two  years  being  about  the  average 
for  previous  years. 

The  prevention  of  tuberculous  disease  calls  for  the  solution  of 
several  problems.  Some  of  these,  including  the  provision  of  adequate 
medical  services,  a sufficient  number  of  hospital  beds  where  modern  methods 
of  treatment  can  be  carried  out,  of  residential  accommodation  for  infectious 
patients  not  able  to  be  given  effective  isolation  in  their  ov>rn  houses,  are 
matters  under  the  control  of  other  authorities  , The  question  of  rehousing, 
which  can  be  of  great  importance  in  the  prevention  of  infection,  is  one  for 
this  authority  to  deal  with.  Among  the  houses  allocated  in  the  post-war 
period,  20  have  been  let  to  families  with  a tuberculous  member. 

The  most  promising  factor  in  obtaining  a reduction  in  the  inoidence 
of  tubercuj-ous  disease  is  the  use  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  if  the  claims  made  on 
its  behalf  are  substantiated.  At  present  this  treatment  is  reserved  fer 
certain  classes  of  persons  at  special  risk  of  becoming  infected,  and  fer  a 
large  group  of  Volunteers  taken  from  children  of  school  leaving  age  who  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  a controlled  investigation. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  DIPHTHERI/V  IN  THE  DORKING  URB\N  DISTOICT  1934  - 1950 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  DORKING 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSHICTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Office, 
Council  Offices, 
Pippbrook, 

Dorking. 


To  the  Chaiman  and  Members  of  the 

Dorking  Urban  District  Council, 


Mr,  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 


I submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  1950, 

Routine  visits  suffered  to  some  extent  for  two  reasons  - first, 
the  fact  that  when  the  Surrey  County  Council  asked  if  I could  be 
permitted  to  co-operate  with  the  County  Planning  Department  in  carrying 
out  a survey  or  certain  camp  sites  it  was  agreed  that  the  work  should  be 
given  a measure  of  priority,  and  secondly  the  gap  of  some  seven  weeks 
bet'.veen  the  time  when  Mr.  Dealing,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  left 
the  Council's  service,  and  his  successor,  Mr,  Ib,ckham,  took  up  his  duties. 

As  the  camp  site  survey  revealed  some  interesting  information  on 
the  use  of  moveable  dwellings  as  permanent  homos,  I have  included  it  in 
this  Report, 

The  number  of  complaints  showed  a decrease  on  the  previous  year. 

All  were  investigated,  and  the  appropriate  action  taken.  As  the  year 
drew  to  a close  the  wet  weather  was  beginning  to  show  its  effects  in  the 
number  of  complaints  about  dampness. 

There  v/as  no  diminuation  of  our  efforts  to  persuade  the  occupiers 
of  food  premises  that  clean  conditions  are  essential. 

During  1960  my  monthly  reports  were  presented  first  to  the  Housing 
Committee,  but  after  May  to  the  separate  Public  , Health  Committee.  I wish 
to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  those  Committees,  to 
Dr.  Ive  and  to  my  colleagues,  for  the  help,  co-operation  and  support  which 
I received. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

D,  ALLAN. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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INSFECTIOWS  AND  RE- INSPECTIONS 


The  number  of  visits  and  inspections  carried  out  during  the  yea 
is  summarised  below;- 

Genoral  Sanitation 

Water  Supply  4 

Dra ina  ge  62 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  640 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  18 

Factories  without  mechanical  pov/er  1 

Bakehouses  - 26 

Dustbins  203 

Refuse  Accumulations  9 

Rats  and  Mice  (Visits  by  Rodent  Operator) 

Treatments  6224 

Survey  137 

Schools  4 

Shops  40 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  125 

Camp  Sites  34 

Wasps  Nests  13 

. Fly  Infestations  0 

Sv/imming  Pools  24 

Unsuccessful  Visits  273 

Hou  s ing 

Under  Public  Health  Acts; 

No,  of  houses  inspected  104 

No,  of  re -inspect ions  342 

Under  Housing  Acts; 

No,  of  houses  inspected  12 

No.  of  re -inspect ions  75 

Ve rminous  Premises ; 

No,  of  houses  inspected  12 

No,  of  re “inspect ions  16 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  305 

Infectious  Diseases . 

Inquiries  in  oases  of  Infectious  Diseases  61 

Visits  re  disinfection  10 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  18 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Inspection  of  Meat; 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  32 

Visits  to  shops  and  stalls  38 

Visits  to  other  premises  3 

Visits  to:- 

Butchers  61 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  16 

Grocers  179 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  19 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  73 

Ics-Cream  Premises  42 

Food  Preparing  Premises  193 

Market  Stalls  5 

Restaurants  57 

Street  Vendors  and  Hav/kers’s  Carts  55 


Inspeotions  and  Re-inspections  (contd) 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  (contd) 

Visits  in  connection  with  sampling; 

Milk  - Bacteriological 

147 

Yfater  - Bacteriological 

22 

Ice-Cream  - Bacteriological 

21 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 

37 

Food  Poisoning  Enquiries 

4 

9,809 


NOTICES  ISSUED  AND  ACTION  TAKEN 


The  Notices  served  and  the  results  of  such  action  are  given  in  their 
respective  categories,  but  the  total  suranary  (excluding  action  taken  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958)  is  as  follows 


Preliminary 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1950  54 
Issued  during  the  year  161 
Complied  with  during  the  year  117 
Cancelled  during  the  year  4 
Statutory  action  necessary  54 
Outstanding  on  Slat  December,  1950  40 

Statutory 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1950  22 
Issued  during  the  year  66 
Complied  with  during  the  year  65 
Cancelled  during  the  year  3 
Action  in  default  taken  3 
Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1950  17 


COMPIAINTS 


Five  hundred  and  seventy-three  complaints  were  received  froDi  the 
public  as  follows 


Insanitary  condition  of  houses  91 
Drainage  of  houses  19 
Drainage  of  other  premises  10 
Flooded  cellars  1 
Defective  ashbins  74 
Rats  and  Mice  205 
V/asps  nests  7 
Beetles  1 
Verminous  Premises  7 
Ants  3 
V/oodworm  1 
Fly  infestations  2 
Unsound  Food  127 
Miscellaneous  25 


573 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  AND  REIvIEDIED?  NUISANCES  ABATED,  ETC. 


The  inspection  of  dwelling  houses,  eto,,  and 

consequent 

actions 

resulted  in  the 

following  conditions  being  found  and  remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

Rooms  requiring  decorations 

2 

B 

Rooms  requiring  plastering 

28 

28 

Damp  walls 

29 

33 

De feet ive 

eavesgutters 

25 

25 

Defective 

downspouts 

12 

15 

De  f e ct  ive 

roofs 

23 

31 

Defect  ive 

chimney  stacks 

20 

20' 

Defective 

brickwork 

10 

12 

Defective 

window  frames 

27 

32 

Defective 

sashoords  and  fasteners 

18 

20 

Defective 

floors 

15 

9 

Defective 

doors 

10 

14 

Defective 

fireplaces 

8 

8 

Defective 

kitchen  ranges  and  ovens 

6 

11 

Defective 

washboilers 

6 

6 

Defective 

sinks  and  wastepipes 

1 

2 

Defective 

sink  wastepipes 

2 

2 

Defective 

w.c,  cisterns 

14 

15 

Defect  ive 

w.o,  pedestals 

13 

12 

Defective 

w.c,  seats 

9 

7 

De  f e ct ive 

drains 

9 

10 

Defective 

fresh  air  inlets  (drains) 

2 

1 

Overflowing  cesspools 

1 

2 

DePeot  ive 

stairtreads  and  risers 

5 

5 

Defect ive 

yard  surfaces  and  passages 

5 

4 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

1 

1 

Defective 

ashbins 

76 

76 

Defect  ive 

handrail  to  stairs 

3 

4 

Flooded  cellars 

4 

3 

NOTICES 

SERVED  AND  COMPLIED  WITH  DURING  TBE 

; YEAR 

AND  NOTICES  OUTSTANDING  AT  31ST  DECEMBER, 

19  50 

( 1)  Housing  Act^  1956 


No,  of  Preliminary  Notices  outstanding  1st  January,  1950  9 
No.  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  1st  January,  1950  8 
No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  12 
No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  11 
No,  of  Prelimimry  Notices  cancelled  1 
No,  of  Statutory  Notices  served  6 
No,  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  13 
No,  of  Preliminary  Notices  outstanding  31st  December,  1950  3 
No,  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  31st  December,  1950  1 


(2) 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Houses 

Other 

Premises 

Dust- 

bins 

No, 

of  Prelimiinary  Notices  outstanding  1st  January, 19 50 

28 

2 

7 

No. 

of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  1st  January,  1950 

10 

- 

3 

No. 

of  Preliminary  Notices  served 

76 

2 

71 

No, 

of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  v/ith 

47 

2 

54 

No. 

of  Preliminary  Notices  cancelled 

1 

2 

Statutory  Action  necessary 

33 

- 

- 

No, 

of  Statutory  Notices  semred 

45 

- 

15 

No. 

of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

41 

- 

11 

No, 

of  Statutory  Notices  cancelled 

2 

- 

1 

Action  in  Default  taken 

1 

2 

No, 

of  Preliminary  Notices  outstanding  31st  December , 1950 

23 

2 

7 

No, 

of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  31st  December,  1950 
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INSPECTION  OF  NEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


(a)  Meat  inspeoted  at  time  of  slaughter 

At  premises  licensed  as  a slaughterhouse,  the  following  animals 
were  killed  and  inspected; 

Sheep  Calves  PigS 

5 3 84 

Found  to  be  diseased:- 

1 whole  carcase  of  pig  220  lbs  (Tuberculosis) 

220  lbs 


(b)  Meat  (inspeoted  in  shops)  and  other  foods . 

Examination  revealed  that  the  following  foodstuffs  were  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed. 


We ight 

Commodity ^ No.  Tins  Jars  Tons.  Cwts.Qrs«  Lbs.  Ozs. 


Beef:  English 
Imported 
I^utton  and  Lamb 
Pork 
Offal 
Sausages 
Fish 

Bacon  and  Ham 

Cheese 

Fats 

Cereals 

S\veets 

Puddings 

Cakes  and  Cake  mixture 

Spaghetti 

Canned  Meat 

Canned  Milk 

Canned  Vegetables 

Canned  Soup 

Canned  and  bottles  fruit 

Canned  Fish 

Preserves 

Savouries 

Tinned  Puddings 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

Assorted  Foodstuffs 

Eggs 


2255 


593 

639 

102 

1080  1 

555 

56  6 

8 300 

5 

8 79 

560 


5 3 11  8 

6 8 

1 - 11  8 

3 1 16  8 

1 2 15  9 

1 18  12 
3 3 14  - 

3 2 2 8 

- 2 19  14 

20  2 
8 3 3 4 

- - 2 12 

- 2 3^ 

- 2 17  - 

- 11- 

14  3 10  8 


2255  3606  386  2 5 3 6 5 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  register  of  food  premises  now  includes  the  following  which  are 
analysed  under  trade  headings  and  shov/  classes  of  food  sold.  In  some  cases 
one  business  may  be  allocated  under  two  headings 


Catering  Establishments 
Confectioners  (Cakes,  Pastries,  etc. 
Bakehouses 
Butchers 

Retail  Grocers,  etc. 

Vi'holesale  Grocers 
Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 
Vj'holesale  Greengrocers 
Fishmongers  and  Fish  Fryers 
Bacon  Smoking  Factory 
Sausage  Thctory 
Mineral  Vfaters 
Vegetarian  Stores 


51 

17 

10 

17 

46 

1 

19 

1 

8 

1 

5 

1 

1 


(so) 


PREMISES  IN  RESPECT  OF  WHICH  NOTICES  OF  CONTRAVENTION  TORE 
SERVED  AND  COMPLIED  WITH  UNDER  SECTION  13  OF  THE  ACT. 


(a)  Informal  Notices 

of  Contravention 

Brought 

Complied 

Formal 

Notices 

Outstanding 
as  at 

Forward  Served 

With 

Served 

31.  12,  50. 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

2 7 

7 

1 

1 

Bakehouses 

2 1 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Butchers 

1 1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Grocers 

Nil  9 

5 

2 

2 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  ' 5 2 

6 

Nil 

1 

(b)  Formal  Notices 

Grocers 

Nil  2 

1 

• 

1 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

Nil  1 

1 

•• 

CONDITIONS  FOUND 

TO  REQUIRE  SERVICE  OF 

NOTICES  . 

AND  THE 

RESULTS  OF  ACTION 

■ TAKEN  under"  S'ECTIO'N 

13  OF  THE  ACT. 

Brcfught  Outstanding 

Forward  Found  Remedied  31.  12.  50« 


Sanitary  Conveniences  and  ashbins 
in  or  communicating  with  room  3 

’irYalls,  Ceilings,  Floors,  Windows  and 
Doors  not  kept  in  proper  state  of 
repair  3 

Redecoration  required  2 

Insufficient  Ventilation  Nil 

Accumulation  of  solid  and  liquid 
refuse  3 

Tables,  benches,  floors,  etc., 
inadequately  cleansed  Nil 

Utensils  kept  in  dirty  condition  Nil 

Hot  & Cold  water  supply  required  7 

Lack  of  towels  6 

Insufficient  v/ashbasins  6 


1 3 


2 5 

30  20 

1 1 


1 


3 


1 

1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

1 

3 
5 

4 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934 


1 


12 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

4 

3 


During  the  year  40  visits  were  made.  The  Register  of  Shops  now 
totals  326  premises  (including  licensed  premises)  as  set  out  below.  Each 
of  these  is  classified  under  the  main  heading  of  goods  sold. 


Tobacco  and  Confectionery  (Sweets,  etc.)  16 
Gorifect ionery  (Cakes,  pastries,  etc.)  17 
Chemists  9 
Newsagents  and  Stationers  15 
Outfitters  20 
Hairdressers  14 
Dyers  and  Cleaners  8 
Electrical  and  Radio  6 
Furnishers  6 
Model  Engineers  1 
Pet  Food  Shops  1 
Vegetarian  Stores  1 
Boots  and  Shoes  22 
Licensed  Premises  46 
Jewellers  4 
Opticians  4 
Ironmongers  and  Hardi-vare  7 
Grocers  35 
Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  12 
General  Stores  • 15 
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Shops  Apt,  1954  (oontd) 


Butchers  16 
Fishmongers  and  Pish  Fryers  8 
Corn  and  Seed  Merchants  2 
Photographic  4 
Fancy  Goods  2 
China  and  Glass  2 
Leather  Goods  1 
Furriers  1 
Antiques  5 
Florists  2 
Toys,  Cycles  and  Prams  4 
Milk  Shops  ’ 3 
Car  Sales  2 
Drapers  and  Haberdashers  6 
Sewing  Machines  1 
Music  Shops  2 
Decorators’  Sundries  2 
Vacant  Shops  5 


526 

No  conditions  were  found  to  require  the  service  of  notices  j the 
position  compared  with  last  year  being  as  follows 

Pound  Remedied 


Premises  without  adequate  sanitary  accommodation 

No,  of  Preliminary  Notices  outstanding 

31st  December,  1949 
No,  of  Preliminary  Notices  served 

No,  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with 

No,  of  Preliminary  Notices  outstanding 

31st  December,  1950 


W.C’ s Temperature 
1 
1 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

One  distributor  was  added  to  the  register  and  one  removed,  in 
consequence  of  a clnange,  of  business.  The  number  of  registrations  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  therefore  remain  the  same  as  last  year, 
viz 

Distributors  with  premises  within  the  Urban  District  10 

Distributors  whose  premises  are  outside  the  Urban  District  4 
Dairies  5 


ICE-CREAM 


Twenty-four  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  were  as  follows:- 


e No, 

Methylene  Blue  Test 
Provisional  Grade 

Ooliform  Test 

1. 

IV 

Goliforms  present  in  l/lO  ml. 

Faecal  Goli  absent. 

2^ 

III 

Goliforms  absent 

3. 

II 

II  1) 

4. 

III 

Conforms  absent.  Faecal  Coli 
present  (after  pre- incubation)' 

5. 

II 

Goliforms  absent 

6. 

II 

II  II 

7. 

I 

II  II 

8. 

I 

It  II 

9 . ■ 

II 

II  n 

10. 

II 

Goliforms  present  in  l/lO  ml, 
Faecal  Coli  absent. 

11. 

II 

Goliforms  absent 

12  . 

I 

II  II 

13. 

I 

II  II 

14. 

I 

Goliforms  present  in  l/lO  ml* 
Faecal  Coli  absent. 
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loo-Cream  (contd). 

Sample  Mo.  Methylene  Blue  Test  Golifom  Test 

Provisional  Grade 


15* 

II 

Conforms  absent 

16. 

II 

ti  n 

17. 

III 

Colifoms  present  in  l/lO  ml. 
Faecal  Coli  proseut 

18. 

I 

Colifoms  absent 

19. 

I 

H H 

20. 

I 

«>  II 

21, 

I 

U II 

22. 

I 

Colifoms  present  in  l/lO  ml. 
Faecal  Coli  absent 

23  . 

II 

Colifoms  absent 

24. 

II 

II  II 

Details  of  unsatisfactory  reports  on  samples  were  forwarded  to  the 
district  where  the  ice-cream  was  produced,  so  that  investigations  could 
take  place* 


CAMP  SITES  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


As  has  been  mentioned  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a great 
deal  of  time  was  spent  in  carrying  out  a detailed  survey  of  four  sites  on 
the  north  side  of  Boxhill  Road. 

An  assistant  in  the  County  Planning  Department  dealt  with  the 
preparation  of  site  plans  and  the  plotting  of  the  various  caravans  and 
structures,  ’while  I obtained  details  of  each  dwelling  and  its  occupants, 
and  the  facilities  available  for  them* 

The  investigation  revealed  the  extent  to  which  these  sites,  really 
intended  for  holiday  or  week-end  use,  were  being  used  as  permanent  homes 
by  families,  who,  mainly  because  of  the  lack  of  housing  accoramodation,  had 
chosen  or  been  driven  to  using  this  means  of  achieving  independence  in  their 
living  conditions.  It  brought  to  the  fore  the  question  of  whether  it  is 
better  to  live  as  a separate  family  unit  in  accommodation  which  is  cramped 
and  often  lacking  in  convenience  so  far  as  modern  standards  of  lighting, 
cooking,  washing,  water  supply,  and  sanitary  accommodation  are  concerned, 
or  v;hether  the  alternative  is  preferable  - a sub-tenancy  in  furnished  or 
unfurnished  rooms,  v;ith  those  facilities,  but  also  with  the  disadvantages 
which  may  arise  from  the  clash  of  personalities. 

This  is  a very  human  problem.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  district 
v/hich  is  selected,  by  those  virho  decide  to  live  their  own  lives,  unfettered 
by  the  restrictions  which  irked  them  when  in  rooms,  suffers  in  several  ways. 
In  the  first  place,  if  the  nev^comers  make  application  to  be  placed  on  the 
Council's  list  of  housing  applicants,  they  create,  on  the  grounds  of  over- 
crov/ding  and  lack  of  facilities,  what  appears  to  be  a class  with  priority 
demands,  Secondly,  the  Council's  services  - sewage  disposal,  refuse 
collection,  - have  an  added  burden  without  any  compensating  rate  income* 
Lastley,  the  possibilities  of  nuisances  or  offences  under  Public  Health 
and  Planning  law  are  increased. 

In  the  case  of  the  four  sites  investigated  in  the  Box  Hill  area,  the 
fact  emerged  that  the  majority  of  the  "peraianent”  dwellers  did  not  work  in 
the  Dorking  Urban  District,  nor  did  they  wish  to  be  rehoused  in  it. 

The  follcwring  summary  sets  out  the  information  gained  during  the 
survey* 
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Description. 


( Site  A. 

Situated  on  the  north  side  of  Boxhill  Road,  close  to  the  boundary 
running  between  Dorking  Urban  and  Dorking  and  Horley  Rural  District,  and 
sloping  gently  from  south  to  north. 

The  total  area  of  land  is  approximately  37  acres,  though  the  area 
licensed  in  the  past  for  use  as  a caravan  site  has  been  only  a part  of  this. 
Development  has  taken  place  beyond  this  limit,  and  it  is  possible  to  say 
that  practically  all  the  area  is  being  used,  to  some  degree,  as  a site  for 
movoablo  dwellings. 

Apart  from  those  parts  cleared  for  the  reception  of  caravans,  there 
is  a great  amount  of  undergrowth,  penetrated  by  various  footpaths  and  tracks, 
which  during  wet  weather  are  very  muddy  and  slippery, 

(ii)  Site  B. 

Between  Boxhill  Road  and  part  of  tho  southern  boundary  of  Site  A, 

The  area  of  land  used  for  the  parking  of  caravans  is  approximately  four- 
fifths  of  an  acre,  and  this  has  been  licensed  in  the  past  under  Section  269 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193  6, 

The  site,  bet^Areen  the  vans,  is  fairly  clear  - there  is  little  under- 
growth, and  there  are  definite  paths  (though  not  adequately  surfaced)  to 
the  caravans  . 


The  general  appearance  of  this  camp  is  very  adversely  affected  by  old 
derelict  coach  bodies,  part  *caravans , etc,,  on  an  adjoining  piece  of  ground 
used  for  caravan  building. 

( iii)  Site  0, 

Shaped  like  a reverse  "L”  , running  first  east  from  Ashurst  Drive, 
then  northerly  taking  in  the  sides  and  bottom  of  a valley,  up  to  a common 
boundary  with  Site  D.  Site  A forms  the  eastern  boundary, 

This  site,  which  is  of  an  area  of  about  4^  acres,  contains  very  few 
vans  or  wheeled  dwellings,  but  mainly  huts. 

The  valley  part  contains  much  undergrowth  and  many  trees,  The  tracks 
and  footpaths  are  awkvrard  in  wet  weather,  due  to  the  slope  of  the  ground  and 
the  nature  of  the  path  surfaces, 

( iv)  Site  D, 

This  is  probably  the  oldest  camping  site  in  the  Box  Hill  Area,  having 
been  used  for  some  27  or  28  years, 

Headley  Heath  forms  the  northern  boundary.  Site  A tho  eastern.  The 
valley  formation  mentioned  in  Site  G comes  on  northwards  through  this  site. 

The  main  entrance  is  from  Ashurst  Drive. 

The  total  area  of  land  is  6-|-  acres,  but  the  Council,  in  their 
licence  under  Section  269,  did  not  include  the  valley  portion.  This 
contains  a few  huts  which  have  been  there  many  years  and  which  existed 
v/hen  the  Box  Hill  area  was  brought  within  the  Urban  District  by  boundary 
revision.  It  is  felt,  hosever,  that  the  lower  ground  in  this  valley,  by 
reason  of  scrub  and  tree  grcRwbh,  damp  soil  and  slippery  paths,  is  unsuitable 
as  a site  for  moveable  dwellings. 
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Gamp  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings  (oontd) 

2 • General  Sanitary  Arrangements 

(a)  Water  Supply 

( i)  Site  A. 

For  oommunal  use  there  are  five  standpipes  (served  by  the  East  Surrey 
Water  Company’s  Supply),  In  addition,  the  occupiers  of  two  plots  have 
their  individual  standpipes. 

The  central  ablution  block  contains  ranges  of  washbasins  in  both  male 
and  female  sections,  but  little  use  appears  to  be  made  of  them, 

(ii)  Site  B. 

One  standpipe  provides  main  water  from  the  East  Surrey ’Water 
Company’s  supply, 

( iii)  Site  0, 

Three  standpipes  for  oommunal  use,  conveniently  spaced. 

In  addition,  the  occupiers  of  four  huts  have  water  laid  on  to  taps 
indoors  , 

( iv)  Site  D. 

Three  standpipes  supplying  mains  water.  At  time  of  survey,  a fourth 
one  was  being  installed,  to  reduce  the  distance  which  some  dwellers  have  to 
go  for  water, 

(b)  Closet  Accommodation 

( i)  Site  A, 

In  the  central  ablution  block  there  are  eight  Elsan  chemical  closets  - 
four  for  each  sex.  These  are  supposed  to  work  on  the  Elsan  camp  system, 
which,  if  under  proper  supervision  and  with  proper  use,  should  work 
satisfactorily.  Unfortunately,  their  care  and  maintenance  has  been 
entirely  inadequate  and  as  a result  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found. 

Approximately  one-third  of  the  family  units  using  this  site  (either 
permanently  or  for  occasional  uso'only)  have  their  own  chemical  closets, 
fetails  of  those  in  permanent  residence  are  given  later, 

( ii)  Site  B, 

Communal  sanitary  conveniences  consist  of  three  chemical  closets  for 
men  and  three  for  women j they  are  neither  well-housed  nor  well  maintained, 
yet  at  the  time  of  visit  could  not  be  deemed  so  bad  as  to  constitute  a 
nuisance . 

Only  three  families  on  this  site  have  their  own  chemical  closets, 

(iii)  Site  C, 

No  communal  sanitary  facilities  exist  on  this  site.  Each  hut  or 
dwelling  has  its  ovm  chemical  or  pail  closet  within  the  plot,  and  the 
contents  are  dug  into  the  ground.  During  our  inspections  I could  not  find 
any  trace  of  nuisance  arising  from  this  method  of  disposal, 

( iv)  Site  D, 

Communal  Elsan  qlosets  - four  for  men,  six  for  women  - are  situated 
about  half  way  dcrwn  the  valley  slope.  Nearby  is  an  open  pit  into  which  the 
contents  have  been  emptied  for  a long  period.  Duo  to  an  insufficient  use 
of  Elsanol  chemical  and  lack  of  proper  cover,  probably  arising  from 
inadequate  supervision  as  the  site  ov/ner  oame  down  at  week-ends  only,  this 
has  become  a seri'Ous  nuisance . 
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Camp  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings  (oontd) 

The  new  owner,  however,  is  taking  iinmedicate  action  to  remedy  the 
nuisance  and  improve  the  present  facilities,  pending  the  preparation  and 
submission  of  proposals  for  more  adequate  sewage  disposal,  by  renewing 
derelict  Elsan  closets,  preparing  a new  disposal  pit  - to  bo  covered  and 
properly  ventilated  - and  filling  in  and  rendering  innocuous  the  present 
insanitary  one. 

Six  families  have  their  ovj-n  chemical  closets, 

( c)  Dustbins 

( i)  Site  A. 

Nine  bins  for  ordinary  domestic  refuse  and  one  for  pig  swill,  all 
kept  in  a central  position  (against  ablution  block),  Most  burnable  refuse 
is  dealt  with  on  the  individual  plots . 

The  number  of  bins  is  inadequate  in  view  of  the  number  of  families 
now  living  permanently  on  this  site. 

(ii)  Sites  B,  0 and  D. 

Centrally  positioned  bins  available  for  the  reception  of  refuse. 

In  addition,  some  of  the  refuse  is  dealt  with  by  incinoration, . 

(d)  Refuse  on  s ite  s 

( i)  Site  A . 

(^uite  apart  from  the  individual  accumulations  beneath  vans,  and  on  the 
plots,  there  is  a certain  amount  of  refuse  abound  the  site,  and  in  particular 
one  large  accumulation  of  old  iron,  etc. 

(ii)  Sites  B,  0 and  D. 

A nuiTiber  of  ^he  occupants  use  the  spaces  below  their  vans  or  under 
tne ir  huts  as  a general  dumping  ground  for  old  wood,  broken  furniture, 
cardboard  cartons,  old  iron,  and  the'  like. 

These  are  not,  hov/ever,  accumulations  of  putresoible  refuse  which 
could  be  dealb  with  by  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  Singularly 
lew  instances  were  noted  of  loose  refuse  scattered  about  plots  or  in 
undergrowth, 

(e)  Disposal  of  IfVaste  Water 

( i)  Site  A. 

In  every  instance,  the  waste  vmter  from  the  permanently  occupied 
dwellings  is  disposed  of  on  the  plots  concerned  ” either  by  scattering  a 
bavlful  axter  use,  by  discharge  on  to  the  ground  surface  through  a hose  pipe 
attached  to  a sink  waste,  or  into  primitive  soakav/ays.  In  a few  oases 
pools  of  waste  soapy  "water  were  observed  lying  under  or  near  a van  - a 
condi"i:ion  "W'hich  in  warmer  ■'.weather  could  give  rise  to  a nuisance, 

(ii)  Site  B. 

in  most  cases  waste  v/ater  is  disposed  of  on  the  ground  - where  small 
garden  plots  have  been  cultivated  - "sr/hile  in  others  it  is  discharged  into 
buckets  which  are  emptied  into  a sump  at  the  corner  of  the  site. 
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Camp  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings  (oontd) 

(Site  D.  (contd)) 

One  permanently  occupied  but  in  very  poor  condition  is  to  be 
demolished,  and  the  family  in  it  will  be  accommodated,  until  rehoused 
properly,  in  a much  more  substantial  hut,  better  ventilated  and  lighted,  a 
few  yards  away, 

4,  Occupation  - permanent  and  temporary 

( i)  Site  A. 

Forty-six  family  units  were  found  to  be  living  hero  permanently, 
the  total  number  of  persons  being  110,-  an  average  of  2.4  per  family. 

Details  as  to  the  composition  of  the  families,  the  district  from  which  they 
came  to  Box  Hill,  the  district  where  they  work,  their  length  of  residence, 
and  their  means  of  cooking,  lighting  and  heating  are  given  in  the 
statistical  summaries  which  follow. 

(ii)  Sites  B,  C and  D») 

Thirty-eight  families  wore  living  permanently  on  these  three  sites. 

As  will  be  noted  from  the  statistics  given,  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain 
full  information  in  all  cases,  due  largely,  I think,  to  the  higher  proportion 
on  these  sites,  of  married  couples  without  children,  both  husband  and  wife 
going  out  to  work. 

5 , Housing  Applicants 

( i)  Site  A. 

The  statistical  details  sot  out  the  position  regarding  applications 
for  Council  houses  from  these  permanent  residents.  During  more  than  one 
interview,  stress  was  laid  on  the  fact  that  the  family  had  invested  their 
money  in  a caravan  because  of  the  attitude  adopted  by  local  authorities  when 
application  had  been  made  for  a Council  house. 

(ii)  Sites  B,  C and  P. 

The  position  regarding  applications  for  rehousing  is  given,  so  far 
as  it  was  possible  to  obtain  the  informat  ion,  in  the  relevant  figures. 

It  is  worth  noting,  I think,  that  on  Site  C (that  consisting  mainly 
of  huts)  out  of  S permanent  residents,  7 did  not  want  a Council  house, 

6,  CK''ercrcf/.'‘ding 

The  assess  ment  of  overcrowding  was  rather  a difficult  question,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  although  Section  268  (2)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
states  that  any  tent,  van,  shed,  or  similar  structure  used  for  human 
habitation  ’’which  is  in  such  a state,  or  so  overcrowded,  as  to  be  prejudicial 
to  the  health  of  the  inmates”  shall  be  a statutory  nuisance,  there  appears  to 
be  no  guidance  as  to  the  standard  of  accommodation  to  be  adopted. 

In  viev/  of  the  fact,  therefore,  that  the  caravans  and  huts  under 
revie'w  are  permanently  occupied  by  families  trying  to  lead  a normal  life,  it 
seemed  reasonable  to  base  the  degree  of  overcrowding  on  that  set  out  in  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  which  would  have  to  apply  if  these  dwellings  were  rooms 
rented  on  a sub-tenancy. 
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Camp  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings  (oontd) 


7,  Gone lusions 

( i)  Site  A . 

From  the  evidence  obtained  in  this  case,  it  appeared  that  the  real 
problem  - that  of  rehousing  and  the  prevention  of  reoooupation  - is  not 
Dorking’s  problem,  as  the  Council  has  already  stated  on  more  than  one 
occasion.  As  proof  of  this  statement  I refer  in  particular  to  the 
information  about  places  of  origin,  places  of  v\rork,  and  housing  applicants. 
The  majority  of  those  interviewed  had  no  interest  in  Dorking. 

Another  point  which  emerged  was  that  this  site  attracted  peraianent 
dwellers  because  of  the  lax  regulations.  By  regulations  in  this  connection 
I do  not  mean  licence  conditions,  but  those  imposed,  or  which  should  be 
imposed  by  the  site  owner  for  the  good  conduct  and  appearance  of  the  camp. 

Several  of  the  other  site  licence  holders  on  Boxhill  Road  will  not 
permit  the  accumulations  of  household  effects,  perambulators,  store-sheds, 
etc,,  which  are  a most  noticeable  feature  of  this  site,  yet  oamaot  .be  dealt 
with  under  Public  Health  legislation, 

(ii)  Sites  B,  C and  P) 

As  was  the  case  in  (i)  above,  the  information  gathered  under  the 
various  headings  strengthened  the  argument  that  the  rehousing  of  the 
majority  of  permanent  residents  should  not  be  Dork  ;ng<  s problem.  Their 
main  interests  lie  north  of  our  boundaries. 

The  unfortunate  thing  is,  however,  that  in  view  of  these 
investigations,  and  thb  threat  of  impending  action  which  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  site  ov/ners  particularly  by  a meeting  arranged  betv^een  them 
and  the  Surrey  County  Council  Planning  Officer,  several  of  the  families  who 
at  the  time  of  the  survey  were  not  at  all  anxious  to  be  housed  in  Dorking, 
and  who,  therefore,  are  not  included  in  the  apprioriate  summary  as  applicants 
to  this  Council,  have  now  applied  for  aocommodation, 

To  generalise  about  these  three  sites,.,  I think  it  can  be  said  that 
B is  too  small  to  achieve  very  satisfactory  results  in  lay-out,  sanitary 
accommodation,  and  se'wage  disposal;  C,  although  there  may  be  many  instances 
of  contravention  of  building  byelaws,  presents  no  evidence  of  a nature  which 
would  support  imnedicate  action  on  health  grounds;  and  at  D,  owing  to  the 
change  of  ov.'nership,  improvements  are  already  in  hand  to  eliminate  nuisance 
and  inconvenience . 

Summary  of  statistics  referred  to  in 
report  on  a detailed  investigation  of 
four  camp  sites  in  the  Box  Hill  area 

Sanitary  Accommodation  (permanent  occupants  only)  A 

(1) Families  using  Elsan,  or  other  chemical  or 

pail  closets,  in  communal  blocks,  IC 

(2) Fam.ilies  using  their  own  closet  accommodation  27 

(3) Means  of  disposal  in  cases  set  out  in  (2)  above; 

(a)  by  burying  on  awn  plot  12 

(b)  by  carrying  to  and  emptying  in  communal 

disposal  pits  15 

(4) Distances  to  be  covered. 

(a)  Families  using  communal  Elsans  : Up  to  50  yards  6 

50  - 100  " 9 

over  100  ” 4 

(b)  Families  'with  avn  accommodation  who  dispose 

of  contents  in  communal  pits:  - 50  yards 

50  - 75  " 3 

75  -100  " 4 

ove  r 100  " 8 


BCD  Total 


11  - 10  40 

3 8 6 44 

8 - 20 

3-6  24 

3-5  14 

7-3  19 

1-2  7 

1-1  2 

1 - - 4 

4 

1-5  14 
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Qaiap  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings  (contd) 


Distances  to  nearest  main  water  supply 

Indoors 

10  yards  or  less 

10  - 25  yards 

25  - 50  '* 

50  - 75  " 

75  - 100  " 

100  - 150  » 

over  150  " 

Constitution  of  family  units 

( pe  rma  ne  nt 

occupants 

A B 

6 — 

3 3 

16  7 

10  2 

9 2 

2 

1 

only) 

C D . 

4 

1 

1 

3 6 

1 2 

^ 2 

1 

3 

Total 

Total 

4 

6 

7 

32 

15 

13 

3 

4 

Total 

A 

B 

3 

D 

Families 

pers  ons 

Sole  Occupants;  Male 

2 

2 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Fema  le 

3 

2 

- 

5 

5 

Husband  and  Yv^ife 

14 

5 

2 

9 

30 

60 

Husband,  wife,  one  son  over  10  yrs , 

1 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Husband,  wife,  one  son  under  10  yrs. 

6 

4 

1 

1 

12 

36 

R-isband,  v/ife,  one  daughter  over  10  yrs. 

1 

« 

_ 

- 

1 

5 

Husband,  wife,  one  daughter  under  10  yrs. 
Husband,  wife,  one  son  over  10,  one  son 

7 

1 

3 

11 

33 

under  10. 

2 

- 

2 

8 

Husband,  v/ife , 2 sons  under  10 

Husband,  wife,  one  son  and  one  daughter 

1 

1 

- 

2 

8 

under  10. 

4 

1 

- 

1 

6 

24 

Husband,  wife,  2 daughters  over  10, 
Husband,  wife,  one  daughter  over  and  one 

- 

1 

- 

.1 

4 

under  10 

Husband,  wife,  son  over  10,  daughter 

- 

1 

— 

1 

4 

under  10 

Husband,  wife,  2 sons  and  one  daughter 

— 

1 

1 

4 

under  10 

Husband,  wife,  one  son  and  two  daughter's 

- 

1 

1 

2 

10 

under  10 

1 

- 

»»» 

1 

5 

Wider, V v/ith  gro^m-up  son 

Y7idow  with  one  son  and  one  daughter 

1 

- 

1 

2 

under  10 

1 

- 

1 

3 

VridCTiir  with  son  and  daughter,  both  over  21 

1 

gaa 

1 

3 

YlidOT  with  daughter  over  21 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Ho'using  Applicants  to;~ 

46  ^ 

14 

8 

16 

84 

TOTAL 

221 

Dorking  U.D  .0 . 

9 

3 

1 

1 

“T4™ 

Leatherhead  U.D.C. 

- 

3 

3 

Reigate  B .0 . 

4 

■b 

' 4 

Croydon  C.B.C. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Eps  on  B , C . 

2 

— 

2 

Surbiton  3.C. 

1 

1 

2 

Sutton  oz  Cheam  B.C. 

1 

1 

St,  pancras  M.B. 

1 

1 

YYandsworth 

1 

1 

2 

Y/'inbledon 

1 

1 

Banstead 

- 

1 

1 

Hayes  and  Harlington 

1 

1 

Hew  Malden 

1 

1 

2 

L.C.C. 

1 

1 

«r 

2 

Information  not  obtained 

Total  applicants  ; 

To  Dorking  U.D.C. 

To  other  Authorities 

1 

5 

6 

12 

14 

23 

X Not  Applicants 

26 

3 

7 

7 

43 
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camp  Sites  and  Moveable  DweD.ings  (oontd) 
Housing  Applicants  (oontd) 

X Included  in  this  number  are  the  following: 


With  o'/m  house  at  Sutton  (not  tenanted)  " came  here  for 
wifo  to  recuperate  after  major  operation^  August,  1949  « 

With  house  rented  at  Croydon,  but  sub-let  to  married 
daughters,  2 rooms  being  retained  for  own  use  when  needed 

Living  under  present  circumstances  for  health  reasons, 
previous  accommodation  having  been  given  up  (1  cured  T.B., 
1 query  T.B.,  1 empyema) 

Prefering  te  wait  until  prices  more  reasonable,  they 
buy  oivn  house. 

Working  at  Chessington,  applied  to  Leatherhead  and 
Surbiton,  but  not  accepted  on  either  list. 


Places  of  origin; 


Dorking  U.D.C.  area 

Birmingham 

Bognor 

B ou  rnemout  h 

Cheam 

Chess  ington 

Coulsdon 

Croydon 

Epsom 

Felt  ham 

Hertford 

Leatherhead 

Littlehampt  on 

Liverpool 

London 

Mitcham 

Morden 

New  Malden 

Norbury 

Ottershaw 

Raynes  Park 

Re igate 

Richmond 

S id cup 

Surbiton 

Sutton 

Thornton  Heath 

Wellington 

Warlinghan 

Y/imbledon 

Worcester  park 

Worthing 

R.AoF,  married  quarters  (Bedfordshire) 
il  • A « i?  • 

Information  not  obtained 


A 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 


1 

10 

1 

1 


2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 


B 


1 

1 

4 

1 

1 


1 


1 


5 


Places  of  work; 

Dorking 

Chessington 

Coulsdon 

Croydon 

Dorking  cc  Her  ley  area 
Eps  cm 
Kingston 
Leatherhead 


1-11 
2 1 - - 

1 - - - 

2 - - 1 

1 - - 1 

1 

6 5 14 


1 

1 


3 


5 


2 

Total 

Families 

9 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

18 

1 

1 

■? 

X 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

12 


3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

16 
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camp  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwgllin'g;s  ( oontd) 


places  of  work  (contd) 

A 

B C 

D 

Total 

London 

5 

2 

2 

9 

Me  rt  on 

1 - 

- 

1 

Mitcham 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Mordon 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Mot  spur  Park 

- 

1 - 

- 

1 

Reigate 

5 

- 

- 

5 

Sutton 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Walton- on-the-Hill 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Retired,  old  age  pensioners,  etc. 

6 

2 3 

- 

11 

Unemployed 

2 

- 

- 

2 

At  sea 

- 

1 - 

- 

1 

Information  not  obtained 

7 

1 3 

6 

17 

Length  of  residence  ( by  permanent  occupiers’ 

Under  3 months 

) 

5 

1 

6 

3-6  months 

9 

- 

3 

12 

6-12  months 

9 

5 

4 

18 

1-2  years 

14 

3 4 

3 

24 

2-3  years 

5 

1 

2 

8 

3-4  years 

- 

1 2 

- 

3 

4-5  years 

3 

- 

1 

4 

over  5 years 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Information  not  obtained 

- 

5 

2 

7 

Analysis  of  all  the  vans  and  other 
structures  surveyed  on  the  four  sites 

V.Good 

Good 

pb.  ir 

Poor 

Total 

1,  Trailer  Caravans  ( Proprietory  makes ) 

(a)  Permanently  occupied 

2 

9 

17 

6 

34 

(b)  Temporary  use 

3 

7 

20 

2 

32 

2.  Trailer  Caravans  (Other  makes  and 

home-made) 

(a)  Permanently  occupied 

18 

7 

25 

(b)  Temporary  use 

- 

- 

13 

5 

18 

3.  Trailers  - Showman’s  type 

(a)  Permanently  occupied 

, 

- 

4 

- 

4 

(b)  Tem.porary  use 

* 

1 

mm 

1 

4.  Conversions 

(a)  Permanently  occupied 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

(b)  Tam.porary  use 

- 

- 

5 

18 

23 

5.  Gipsy  type  (horse-drawn) 

(a)  Permanently  occupied 

- 

- 

2 

1 

3 

(b)  Temporary  use 

- 

— 

3 

2 

5 

6.  Living  Huts 

(a)  permanently  occupied 

3 

9 

4 

16 

(b)  Temporary  use 

- 

7 

28 

11 

46 

(42) 
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Camp  Sitos  and  Moveable  Dwellings  (oontd) 


Cooking,  Artificial  lighting  and  heating. 

( 'Fg  rmane  nt  o o~ ou  pa  nt  s~  only ) 

1,  Means  of  Cooking 

(a)  Electrioity 

(b)  Calor  gas  appliances 
(o)  Solid  fuel  appliances 
(d)  Oil,  paraffin,  etc. 

Information  not  obtained 

2 . Art  if i cal  lighting 

(a.)  Electricity 

(b)  Calor  gas 

(c)  Oil,  paraffin,  etc. 

(d)  Candles 

Information  not  obtained 


5 . Heating 

(a)  Calor  gas  radiator 

(b)  Solid  fuel 

(c)  Oil,  paraffin,  etc. 

Information  not  obtained 


Overcr  CUV  ding  among  permanent  occupants 


Housing  Act  Standard 

Not  overcrowded 
Overcravded  by  -g-  unit 

11  II  11 

” ” 1^  units 

II  1!  2 ’* 

II  II  pi  II 


A B 0 D Total 


2 - 2 

24  5 1 5 55 

6 2 2 3 13 

16  2 3 4 25 

5-4  9 


2-51  8 

18  6 - 4 28 

26  3 2 7 38 

- 1 - 1 

5-4  9 


5 - - - 5 

17  6 8 9 40 

24  3 - 4 31 

5-3  8 


6 5 5 7 23 

10  4 1 4 19 

11  4 2 2 19 

12  1 - - 13 

6 - - 3 9 

1 - - - 1 


As  the  result  of  discussions  which  went  on  during  and  after  the 
survey,  the  owner  of  Site  A submitted  a proposal  for  a comprehensive 
scheme  of  redevelopment  of  his  site,  with  provision  for  adequate  sanitary 
blocks  and  drainage  to  a sewage  disposal  plant. 

The  Local  Planning  Authority  (the  Surrey  County  Council)  approved 
the  scheme  in  principle,  and  we  now  await  the  plans  and  details  necessary 
for  byelaw  approval. 

Site  D,  under  its  new  ovmer , shows  evidence  of  steady  improvement,, 
but  so  far  as  sites  B and  C are  concerned,  the  Planning  Authority’ s ideas 
sho'w  no  signs  of  practical  achievement. 


I In  addition  to  the  work  involved  in  this  investigation  and  report, 

routine  visits  were  paid  to  the  other  camping  sites  in  the  area. 
Discussions  also  took  place  in  connection  v/ith  the  establishment  of  a 
privately  07;ned  camp  on  land  formerly  used  by  the  Camping  Club  of  Groat 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  agreement  was  reached  on  the  sanitary  provisions 
to  be  mads. 
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riFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  the  year  61  visits  of  enquiry  xvere  carried  out  in  respect 
of  infectious  diseases. 

Ten  rooms  were  disinfected  after  the  removal,  and  one  after  the 
death  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  In  addition,  one  lot  of 
bedding  was  destroyed  in  the  Council's  destructor  and  the  room  disinfected 
follov/ing  the  death  of  a patient  suffering  from  cancer.  Treatment  in  this 
case  v\ras  carried  out  at  the  request  of  a medical  practitioner. 

RODENT  AND  IhSECT  PESTS 

(a)  Rodent  Control 

The  summary  of  the  year’s  work  is  as  follows: 


No.  of  complaints  received  from  public  205 

No.  of  inspections  and  re -ins  poet  ions  by  Rodent  Operator  6,361 
No.  of  treatments  still  in  hand  31/12/49  24 

No,  of  treatments  completed  by  Rodent  Operator  during 

the  year  409 

No.  of  premises  v\rhore  maintenance  treatment  was  carried 
out  at  regular  intervals  (o.g.  refuse  tips,  sewage 
disposal  works,  warehouses  etc.)  9 

No,  of  treatments  still  in  hand  31/12/50  43 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  by  poison  baiting 
(using  Ministry  of  Agriculture  formula)  2,060 


Soon  after  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  issued  a form  in  report  for  completion  for  the  period  31st  March, 
to  31st  December,  1950  - the  first  nine  months  during  which  the  Prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  , was  operative. 

The  report  made  in  respect  of  the  Urban  District  was  as  follows: 


1.  Prevalence  of  Rats  and  Mice 


Type  of 

Property 

■ ■ ■ ■ r 

(i) 

( ii) 

(ill) 

(iv)  . 

(v) 

(vi)  f 

( vii) 

Number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority's  Area 

Analysis  of' 

Column  ( iv) 

Total 

in  which 

infestation  was 

Number  infested  by 

Notified 

by 

Occupier 

Other- 
TiTise 
dis  co- 
vered 

recorded 
(Total 
of  ( ii) 

& (iii) 

Rats 

Mice 

only 

Major 

Minor 

Local  Authority's 

Property 

9. 

- 

5 

5 

5 

Irwe  1 1 ing-  hou  s e s 

532  7 

108 

140 

248 

- 

210 

38 

Business  Premises 

365 

20 

13 

33 

- 

17 

16 

Agricultural 

?r  ope  rty 

30 

— 

aw 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

j . . 

5731 

128 

158 

286 

1 

\ 

- 

232 

54 

U-. 
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Rodent  Control  (contd) 


^ * Measures  of  control  by  Local  Authority 


Typo 

of 

Property 

No  .of 
prop- 

No , of 
insp- 

No . of 
Notices 

No. of  treatments 
carried  out  / 

Block  treatments  of 
properties  in  diff- 

ert ies 
insp- 
ected 

ect- 

ions 

made 

Served 

under 

Sect  ion  4 . 

By  arran- 
gement 
with 
occupier 

Under 

Section 

5 (i) 

erent  occupancies 
under  Sec.6(i)  or  by 
informal  arrangement 

CO 

-P 

rH 

No. 

of 

Sur- 

face 

Assoc , 

sewers 

0 

tti 

0 

u 

Eh 

5h 

O 

w 

-p 

X 

o 

0 

O 
• H 

w 

■p 

X 

o 

0 

o 

'H 

blo- 
cks . 

No.  of 
sop. 
occup- 
ancies 

No,  of 

lORH- 

holes 

treated 

Local 

Authority’  £ 

Property 

Dwelling- 

9 

14 

10 

■■ 

mm 

* 

houses 

Bus iness 

347 

390 

70 

37 

46 

162 

12 

Premises 

Agricult- 

ural 

68 

97 

29 

30 

Property 

2 

2 

- 

<- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

426 

503 

- 

- 

109 

L„_„ 

67 

- 

- 

46 

162 

12 

-T 

X Include  under  this  heading  properties  infested  with  both 
rats  and  mice. 

Excluding  treatments  included  under  block  treatments, 

( B)  Verminous  Premises 

As  a result  of  complaints  and  inspections  7 fresh  premises  (one  of 
which  v/as  a Council  house)  were  found  to  be  verminous,  and  disinfestations 
were  successfully  carried  out  in  all  cases. 


Bed-bugs 

No,  of  houses  - 6 (total  of  rooms  17) # Retreatmentswas  carried 
out  in  5 rooms . 

Flea  s 

Four  rooms  in  one  house  were  trdated.  No  retreatment  was  necessary. 

Treatment  in  all  cases  was  carried  out  virith  Zaldecide  /d.D.T.  or 
Coopers  llunicipal  Insect  Pawder. 


( Other  infestations 


As  a result  of  complaints  and  inspections,  9 wasps  nests  vjere 
treated  and  destroyed. 

Routine  visits  and  treatments  for  the  extermination  of  cockroaches 
and  steam  flies  continued  at  Dorking  County  Hospital  in  accordance  with 
the  contract. 


infestations  of  flies,  ants,  mosquitoes  and  woodworm  were  dealt 
with  at  various  premises  in  the  district. 
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